PROJECT TITLE 


Reconstituted Tobacco II 


PERIOD COVERED : March' 31st - April 23rd, 1980 

WRITTEN BY : A. Robbiani 


MONIQUE/RCB 
Roll coater 

An additional suction system was installed above the roll coater 
in order to reduce the ammonia in the ambient air. 


Counting device for liquid ammonia 

Since several defects were experienced with the ammonia counter 
it was decided to replace it with a different system. The new 
device consists in a tank in which the requested volume of 
ammonia is controlled by a level detector. 


Soft water storage tank 


The odor problem in the soft water storage tank has been solved. 
Soft water and concentrated additive solution are pumped through 
the same pipe into'the pre-heated head tank for dilution. 

The valve which prevents concentrated solution' from going into 
the soft water storage tank leaked. This leakage caused! contamin¬ 
ation of the soft wafer with additive solution. 

The defective electrical valve was replaced with a pneumatic one. 
Since then no leakage was detected. 


Trial : Additives reduction in Monlque/RCB (Ref. 1) 

On April 21st about 600 kg of sheet, Lot No. 0118, were produced 
utilizing only 80% additives compared to the current production 
formula. 

The goals were as follows : 

to' improve sheet quality with respect to C.V. and taste. 

- to'reduce the sheet cost. 

An MLF test blend' using 3.4% of this new Monique/RCB is planned. 
A Tobacco Lot Analysis is under way. 
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APPLICATION 1 OF NINO-PRODUCTS IN MONIQUE/RGB 


1 

Trial NINO/RCB No. 6 

Since it was decided to repeat both trials NINO/RCB No. 4 and 5 
a preliminary trial was conducted on April 14th to study the 
problems which were encountered during these two trials (Ref. 2). 
The objective was to solve the mixing: problem during slurry 
preparation' with 100% washed stems. It was experienced that 
washed stems do not mix well with the additive solution. 

To overcome the problems several changes had to be implemented : 

1) Reverse rotation of mixing: screw. 

2) Fill solution' first, then add tobacco in small portions. 

3) Increase mixing time from 20 to 60 min. 

Trial NINO/RCB No. 7 (Ref. 3) 

This trial took place on April 14th. 

The objective was to integrate about 5% of NINO washed stems 
with the corresponding denitrated extract into Monique/RCB. 

About 1200 kg of sheet. Lot No. 0116, were produced!. 

On April 17th 3000'kg of a MLF test blend containing 3.4% of 
Lot No. 0116' were manufactured. 

Cigarettes were made and panel B detected a difference in taste ^ 
versus the control. ^ 

However the smoke analyses showed identical results. 

The Tobacco Lot Analysis is under way. 

Trial NINO/RCB. No. 8 (Ref. 4) 

This trial was also run on April 14th. 

The sheet contains about 5% NINO washed stems without extract. 

Lot No. 0117. 

Samples from this trial were given for TL-Analysiis. 


QC ONNENS 
ETNA Process 


Several 1 meetings were held with' Mr. S. Roberts from PM USA to 
discuss QC problems. 

Mr. Roberts will be responsible for quality assurance during 
the start up phase. 
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Lab installation 


The installation of the new lab is one week behind schedule. 


REFERENCES 

Ref. 1 : Notebook No. 3, pages 3 to 4, A. Robbiani. 

Ref. 2 : Monthly Report, December 1979, Reconstituted! Tobacco II, 
A. Robbiani. 

Ref. 3 : Notebook No. 1, page 50 and Notebook No. 2 page 1, 

A. Robbiani. 

Ref. 4 : Notebook No. 2, page 2, A. Robbiani. 


PROCESS DEVELOPMENT 



A. Robbiani 


May 8th, 1980 
ARO/sde 
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